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Executive summary 

This document describes the OSOS Ethics Requirement No 4. It provides information on the processes 

in which the partners of the OSOS partners will secure authorisation of relevant school authorities 

must be obtained for each country in which activities will take place. 

 

The OSOS project will create a core network of 100 Open Schooling Hubs. Each one of these schools 

will develop a network of at least 9 additional schools to form a national network of schools where the 

Open School Culture is introduced. Overall more than 1,000 schools will be involved in the project in 

two implementation phases. The implementation of the project activities and the coordination of the 

national networks of schools will be supported by the National Coordinators, partner institutions that 

have direct access in school communities. The consortium partners are already working with these 

schools in the framework of current initiatives. With the support of the National Coordinators, the 

project team will set in place an effective support mechanism which will provide guidance, training, 

feedback and recommendations to the actors involved (teachers, museum educators, outreach 

groups, parents). The following table presents the national coordinators in the different participating 

countries. 

 

Table1. The OSOS national coordinators 

Country Organisation 

Burgaria Foundation Open Science 

Finland University of Turku 

France SEMECCEL Cité de l’espace 

Germany University of Bayreuth 

Greece Institute of Educational Policy 

Ireland Dublin City University 

Israel ORT Israel 

Italy Fondazione Idis-Città della Scienza 

Netherlands National Centre of Science and Technology 

Portugal Ciência Viva 

Spain University of Deusto 

 

For the purposes of the OSOS activities during the piloting, monitoring and evaluating phases of the 

projects, all national coordinators will take all necessary means to contact, inform and support the 

participating schools. 

 

To this end, the project partnership will prepare consent forms for schools and school heads that will 

be adapted to the needs and of each participating country by the national coordinator. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1  Purpose of the document 

This document describes the OSOS Ethics Requirement No 4. It provides information on the processes 

in which the partners of the OSOS partners will secure authorisation of relevant school authorities 

must be obtained for each country in which activities will take place. 

1.2  Scope and audience of the document 

This document corresponds to OEI - Requirement No. 4. It is confidential and is addressed only to 

members of the consortium (including the Commission Services). 

1.3  Structure of the document 

The first chapter of the deliverable presents the purpose of the document, its scope and audience as 

well as its structure. 

The second chapter of the deliverable provides information on the partners who are responsible for 

the piloting, monitoring and evaluating OSOS activities in each country. 

The third chapter provides information on the consent forms to be used in schools where necessary. 
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2 Partners responsible for the OSOS activities in each country 

2.1 Introduction 

The OSOS project will create a core network of 100 Open Schooling Hubs. Each one of these schools 

will develop a network of at least 9 additional schools to form a national network of schools where the 

Open School Culture is introduced. Overall more than 1,000 schools will be involved in the project in 

two implementation phases. 

 

In this framework the OSOS project is aiming to support a large number of European schools to 

implement Open Schooling approaches by a) setting out the open schooling values and principles for 

action around curriculum, pedagogy and assessment, b) offering guidelines and advice on issues such 

as staff development, redesigning time, and partnerships with relevant organisations (local industries, 

research organisations, parents associations and policy makers), and c) suggesting a range of possible 

implementation models from small-scale prototypes through to setting up an “open school within a 

school” or even designing a new school while it is testing and assessing them in more than 1,000 school 

environments in 11 European countries (Greece, Germany, Italy, France, Israel, Ireland, the 

Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, Finland, Bulgaria). The themes of the project activities developed and 

pursuit in participating schools that will take place will focus on areas of science linked with the Grand 

Societal Challenges as shaped by the European Commission, will be related to Responsible Research 

and Innovation and will link with regional and local issues of interest. By proposing and implementing 

such formats in 11 countries, we aim to gain a good understanding on how to create sustainable 

relations with communities of stakeholders for schools around Europe. The overall aim of our 

coordination action is to raise awareness of the importance and relation of science, research and 

innovation with young people’s lives and raise their interest in following STEM related careers. 

 

The implementation sample of the OSOS project will include 100 remote and rural schools. These 

schools will be involved in the different phases of the project implementation. The main characteristic 

of these schools is that all of them are located in remote areas, where educational opportunities are 

less, and both the geographical position and the poor socio-economic conditions are often responsible 

for the lack of the offered infrastructure in terms of education and professional training. These school 

communities have already been familiarized with educational applications and their integration to the 

everyday teaching practice. The network of local “change agents” guarantees the active involvement 

of the local school communities and thus maximizes the potential impact of all activities planned to be 

implemented in the framework of OSOS. The schools will join the different phases of implementation 

and validation of the project demonstrating the potential of the proposed approach to support science 

education in quite demanding settings. 

 

Different implementation strategies will be adopted in every country taking into account the local 

circumstances, the educational policies and the reform efforts in place. The implementation will be 

supported by the National Coordinators, partner institutions that have direct access in school 

communities. The consortium partners are already working with these schools in the framework of 
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current initiatives. These schools are already part of a large school network, while there are involved 

in numerous collaborative science related activities. The project will set in place an effective support 

mechanism which will provide feedback and recommendations to the actors involved (teachers, 

museum educators, outreach groups, parents). Finally, the main aim of the project is to provide 

effective and systematic guidance and support at the school leadership level in order to facilitate the 

introduction of the proposed school innovation process in schools. 

 

2.2 National Coordinators 

The implementation of the project activities and the coordination of the national networks of schools 

will be supported by the National Coordinators, partner institutions that have direct access in school 

communities. The consortium partners are already working with these schools in the framework of 

current initiatives. With the support of the National Coordinators, the project team will set in place an 

effective support mechanism which will provide guidance, training, feedback and recommendations 

to the actors involved (teachers, museum educators, outreach groups, parents).  

 
Bulgaria 

Foundation Open Science (FOS) is a legal start up non profit organization whose mission is to 

contribute for excellence in all levels of education and research through enquiry based learning, 

responsible research and innovation; to stimulate creativity and activity in young people, to motivate 

talented young people develop their skill, to help them in project preparation and participation in 

olympiad and international competitions; to work for extending and strengthening the collaboration 

in the field of physical and natural sciences among schools, universities and scientific institutions in 

Europe, and South East Europe in particular.  

The regulation of activity of the Foundation Open Science are set forth in the Article of Association-

Statute. Accordingly, Foundation Open Science can develop own programs and centres for education, 

research and innovation, coordinate and participate in national and European or other international 

projects. It has two governing bodies, Foundation Council and a President. Its budget is formed, among 

others, out of donations and project grants. The Foundation can appoint experts for management and 

completion of the projects. The Foundation Council passes resolutions on the organization budget, 

including fees and rewards of personnel involved in the everyday management of FOS and in project 

management, following the project regulations in the latter case. 

In Bulgaria, the national coordinator will work directly with the ministry of education in order to recruit 

the participating schools. 
 
Finland 

The University of Turku (UTU), Finland ś second largest multidisciplinary university, with over 20,000 

students and 3,313 staff members (8,8% international; 58,9% female). University of Turku is among 

the top 1% in an international ranking of 20.000 universities and is ranked third best university in 

Finland (QS Ranking 2015). University of Turku has participated in the framework programmes since 

the second framework programme, and in the Horizon 2020  

The Faculty of Education is central in one of these six areas of strengths: Children, young people and 
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learning. The largest department in the faculty of Education is the Department of Teacher Education. 

The Department of Teacher Education is one of the 5 institutes for educating school teachers in Finland 

and has two campuses each with their own training school. The training schools are part of the Finnish 

Teacher Training Schools network. The Department provides theory-embedded, discipline-based 

education of high quality with the ultimate goal of educating future teachers whose personal 

educational philosophy consists of a solid theoretical foundation, rigorous expertise, resourcefulness 

and critical reflection skills. Every year over 200 students obtain a master degree from the department 

that gives them a teacher qualification.  

In Finland, schools will be contacted directly as they have the they have the ability to decide on their 

own. 
 
France 

SEMECCEL Cité de l’espace (CITE) a public private partnership, which founding members are the City 

of Toulouse and the major space and educational stakeholders in France (Cnes, French Space Agency, 

Airbus Defence and Space, Ministry of Education etc.) is active since 1997.  

Cité de l’espace is one of the biggest science centres in Europe, member of Ecsite, the European 

network of science centres and museums. Its missions are sharing developments in space and 

astronomy with the greatest number possible, inspiring a desire to learn more, stimulating interest in 

space careers, acting as a sounding board for the space industry, providing news and updates on space 

and astronomy, contributing to the tourist appeal of Toulouse and the region. In order to fulfil these 

many roles, it has built a dense network of partners in all fields, from cultural and scientific to industrial, 

educational and tourism.  

Since education is at the heart of its mission, special effort is put into providing to the 45.000 students 

visiting la Cité de l’espace evert year the most innovative, accurate and engaging programs. 3 new 

dedicated workshops opened in 2015, with a totally renewed pedagogy: with an inquiry based 

approach, students have to cooperate in order to accomplish their mission. Every year, many students 

take part to special events organized for them: eclipse watching, Children and Students conferences 

etc.  

In France, each school has to obtain the agreement from their National Education Inspector. For the 

purposes of the OSOS project the national coordinator will work directly with the Regional Department 

of Education who is responsible in each case. 
 
Germany 

The scientific profile of the University of Bayreuth (UBT) is characterized by interdisciplinarity, 

individuality, innovation and internationality. Teaching and research at the intersection of disciplines, 

as well as traditional and modern degree programmes in the humanities and social sciences, in law 

and economics, in the natural and engineering sciences lead to generally recognized degrees including 

the doctoral degree. In research and development, the University of Bayreuth is increasingly opening 

itself to product-oriented applied research, and is cooperating as partner with commercial companies 

as well as non-academic research institutions with affinities to application and development. The UBT 

enjoys partnerships with over 40 universities and research institutions across the globe, and is 

particularly active in European mobility programmes.  
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A specific Centre of Math & Science Education provides the school-relevant training scenario for pre-

service teachers in Mathematics and Science and the focal point for frequent teacher enhancement 

courses. There are approximately 14.000 students on the campus, some of whom are trained to 

become a teacher. Furthermore, in-service teacher training courses are offered for qualified teachers. 

The pre-service teacher Education of Mathematics and the Natural Science subjects is concentrated in 

the Z-MNU, an institution founded to optimize especially the education and enhancement of teacher 

training. Within the 10 Bavarian universities, the Z-MNU is the only institution of this specification. 

In Germany, the national coordinator will work closely the Bavarian ministry of education as well as 

the MINT-EC network of german schools. 
 
Greece 

The Institute of Educational Policy (IEP) was established in 2011 under Public Law 3966. It is a private 

legal entity supervised by the Minister of Education Research and Religious Affairs. IEP operates for 

the benefit of public interest as an executive scientific body that supports the Ministry of Education 

and Religious Affairs on issues relating to primary and secondary education and the transition from 

secondary to higher education. IEP’s primary mission is the scientific research and study of issues 

related to all levels of education, the continuous technical support for the design and implementation 

of educational policy issues and the implementation of ESF and ERDF co-funded projects in the 

framework of ESPA 2013- 2020.  

IEP created by its own means and operates the platform AESOPOS, which is the central infrastructure 

of the Greek Ministry of Education for creation and delivery of digital learning scenarios provided and 

supported by IEP. IEP is currently leading the educational reform effort in Greece towards more open 

and innovative educational system. The reform efforts include a large scale re-organisation of the 

school structure and culture towards more autonomous learning organisations that are supporting 

their local communities.  

In Greece, the Institute of Educational Policy is the legal entity that is responsible for any activities in 

Greek schools. All schools need to obtain a permission from IEP in order to participate in any projects. 

For the needs of the OSOS project, IEP will undertake all necessary measures. 
 
Ireland 

Dublin City University (DCU) is a research-intensive university of enterprise with a focus on translating 

knowledge into benefits for society and the economy, DCU is focused on areas of recognized strength 

to address global societal challenges. The DCU, Institute of Education is the newest faculty of the 

University. The Institute brings together students of education across all sectors and provides a range 

of programmes in early childhood, primary, post-primary and further education and training. It also 

delivers a rich menu of taught and research-based post-graduate programmes, from certificate to 

doctoral level. As a centre of expertise and excellence in teacher education and education more 

generally, it hosts a range of research centres (including CASTeL, The Centre for Advancement of STEM 

Teaching and Learning) in key areas of priority and has an ambitious programme of research across 

education. With internationally recognised experts in policy, curriculum and pedagogy, assessment 

and teacher education, the Institute provides a learning environment that is student-centred and 

inclusive.  
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The Centre for the Advancement of STEM Teaching & Learning is across the education spectrum from 

early childhood to fourth level education. CASTeL’s objective is to enhance STEM education at all 

educational levels, supported by evidence-based research and contributing to international good 

practice. CASTeL research activities include the development of effective approaches to teaching, 

learning and assessment; investigations of attitudes, motivation, identity and cognitive development 

in science and mathematics learning; professional development of teachers, both pre-service and in-

service; across all levels of education. CASTeL has become a core provider of professional development 

workshops in science and mathematics.  

In Ireland, schools will be contacted directly through the procedures established by the Dublin City 

University. 
 
Israel 

ORT Israel (ORT) is the largest educational network in Israel, providing educational solutions for over 

100,000 students in 206 schools and colleges across 55 local authorities. It includes among its 

institutions 1 elementary school, 55 junior high schools, 76 secondary schools, 18 industrial schools, 

12 centres of excellence, 10 centres for diploma courses, 2 academic colleges and 32 colleges for 

technicians and practical engineers. The latter train around 30% of the Israeli workforce in these areas.  

ORT's Moshinsky R&D Centre is responsible for initiation, planning and management of projects 

catering to the pedagogical needs of the ORT education system as well as the science and technology 

education system in Israel as a whole. ORT’s pedagogical projects are notable for their innovation, 

integrating online communication and a variety of unique teaching methodologies both in core 

subjects of science and technology as well as in humanistic subjects such as language, social studies 

and history.ORT Israel provides solutions for the growing global demands for highly qualified and 

trained human resources in fields of Technology & Science, and can assist Education systems, both on 

state level of Ministry of Education or private schools level, to achieve strategic goals of strengthening 

country economy and reduction of socio-economic gaps.   

In Israel, all schools in the education system follow the same regulations instructed by the Ministry of 

Education. The national coordinator will work directly with its participating schools. 
 
Italy 

Fondazione Idis-Città della Scienza (IDIS) is a no profit organization operating since 1989 and 

established to the initiative of scientists, scholars, public and private institutions. Its mission is to 

promote scientific culture and work for a sustainable economic and social development in Southern 

Italy, in our country and in Europe. Core of the mission of Fondazione Idis-Città della Scienza is public 

engagement in science, innovation in science education and the development of innovative teaching 

methods. This area of research and development meets the training/teaching needs of different age 

groups and fields of study, representing a system of excellence in non-formal education in Italy. 

Fondazione Idis is officially commissioned by the Italian Ministry of Education as training body in 

science education, representing a system of excellence for informal educational activities at the 

National level.  

Città della Scienza has been customary in carrying out non-formal educational activities in basic 

sciences (such as physics, biology, biotechnology, Earth science, etc.) intended for pupils from primary 
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to high school. In the last years these educational initiatives have been extended to other subjects as 

robotics, coding, digital fabrication, health education and nutrition. Actually about 1.000 non-formal 

educational activities per school year are carried out in the laboratories of Città della Scienza involving 

about 25.000 school pupils. Moreover, Città della Scienza proposes training activities in non-formal 

education in science intended for school teachers of all levels.  

In Italy, schools will be contacted directly as each has its own rules. 
 
Netherlands 

The National Centre of Science and Technology (NEMO) is the umbrella organisation of science 

Museum NEMO in Amsterdam. The National Centre of Science and Technology has three pillars: next 

to science museum NEMO, there is a Science Learning Centre and a Science Communication Centre. 

The Science Learning Centre is a centre of expertise with regard to informal science learning. NEMO’s 

Science Learning Centre has participated in many projects on a national and international level  

The Science Learning Centre has a close collaboration with the Department of Psychology of the 

University of Amsterdam. Together NEMO and the University conduct research on science learning in 

non-formal settings. For this purpose, NEMO recently opened a research lab in the science centre, 

where science centre visitors are asked to participate in research and prototype activities. The Science 

Learning Centre has extensive experience in teacher training.NEMO has its own Teachers’ Club with 

2000 members and is regularly organising trainings for teachers both primary and secondary while also 

developing educational material and conducting outreach activities too. Together with a dutch school 

implementing a new school system, NEMO is building a regional community where the school, the 

local government, industry, parents and other organizations are part of a learning ecosystem in order 

to prepare the next generation in the best possible way for their future. 

In Netherlands, schools will be contacted directly as they have the ability to decide on their own for 

participating in projects. 

 
Portugal 

Ciência Viva (CVIVA) is the National Agency for Scientific and Technological Culture, created to 

promote public awareness of the importance of science and technology at a national level, with a 

particular emphasis on young people. Starting up as a unit of the Ministry of Science and Technology, 

is nowadays an association which include public bodies and research institutes as its members. The 

Agency promotes and supports science education projects at school, placements for secondary school 

students in research laboratories during the holidays and summer science activities for the general 

public. Since its creation Ciência Viva has been developing activities along three different and 

complementary streams: science education (schools), public awareness of science (citizens) and a 

national network of 20 interactive science centres, in collaboration with universities and local 

authorities.  

Ciência Viva has extensive experience in the science/society relation, namely in mobilizing and 

engaging the public, researchers and industry. Ciência Viva has established partnerships with experts 

in Inquiry-Based science/mathematics education from higher education institutions who have been 

motivating and supporting primary education teachers involved in European projects to integrate this 
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methodology in their activity. Ciência Viva runs a teacher professional development centre officially 

recognized by the Ministry of Education involving over 600 teachers per year.  

In Portugal, schools will be contacted directly in accordance with the power granted to schools by the 

educational authorities regarding school autonomy. 
 
Spain 

With a long and well established tradition, the University of Deusto (UD) has a mission and educational 

goal firmly grounded in academic excellence and social responsibility, aiming at generating economic 

sustainable growth and making positive contributions towards the construction of fairer and more 

inclusive and humane societies.  

In OSOS project, University of Deusto will be represented by Deusto Learning Engineering research 

group, with more than 20 years of research activities focused on Technology Enhanced and Game-

based Learning, remote laboratories and Cognitive experimentation. Learning group’s objective is the 

research, creation and implementation of IT Innovative Practices in Secondary Schools. They 

contribute with ICT innovations and basic and applied research to improve formal and informal lifelong 

learning. The research is complemented by Deusto Foundation, a strategic partner in business 

innovation, belonging to networks with more than 400 companies and research institutes. Deusto 

Learning Engineering research group participates in many national and international projects 

promoting STEM and Technology Enhanced Learning.  

In Spain, schools will be contacted directly as directly as they have the ability to decide on their own 

for participating in projects. 

 
 

  



 D8.3_ OEI - Requirement No.4 13 

3 Consent form for schools and/or national authorities 

 
For the purposes of the OSOS activities during the piloting, monitoring and evaluating phases of the 
projects, all national coordinators will take all necessary means to contact, inform and support the 
participating schools. 
 
To this end, the project partnership will prepare consent forms for schools and school heads that will 
be adapted to the needs and of each participating country by the national coordinator. 
 
An example of such a consent form with information for schools and or national authorities follows. 
 

DESCRIPTION  
Outline of what the project is about, including what participants will be required to do.  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
AIMS OF AND JUSTIFICATION FOR THE PROJECT  
Aims and significance of the project. Brief description of background theories, explanation of any 
expected benefits to the school and the community. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
METHODOLOGY BEING USED TO ACHIEVE YOUR STATED AIMS 
Outline of the proposed method, details of data collection techniques, tasks participants will be 
asked to do, estimated time commitment involved and how data will be analysed 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
PARTICIPANT PROFILE 
number, age range and source of participants. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
CHILD PARTICIPANTS 
The project confirms that the activities are in compliance with the specific guidelines that apply in 
the country 
 

Informed consent is being obtained from the parents/guardians of children under 18 

Informed assent must also be obtained from the children themselves 
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THE VALIDATION ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
 

 YES or NO 

use of a questionnaire? (attach copy)?  

interviews (attach interview questions)?  

observation of participants without their knowledge?  

participant observation?  

audio- or video-taping interviewees or events?  

access to personal and/or confidential data (including data) without the 
participant’s specific consent? 

 

 
DATA COLLECTION AND STORAGE 
Information on the procedures used for the data collection and storage and confirmation of 
accordance to EU and national legislation. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Furthermore, each school head will need to read and approve the participation of each school. An 
example of an informed consent form for school heads follows. 
 

School Head Informed Consent Form 
 
Information on the OSOS project, its scope and its activities.  
Detailed information on the implementation activities and the impact assessment activities. 
 
Please take time to read and answer the questions below. If you have any concerns or questions in 
relation to the activities of the project please contact 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
If participants have concerns about the activities of the project and wish to contact an independent 
person, please contact: 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Participant – please complete the following (Circle Yes or No for each question) 
 

I understand the information provided Yes No 

I have had an opportunity to ask questions and discuss the 
activities of the project 

Yes No 

I have received satisfactory answers to all my questions Yes No 

I am aware that lessons may be videotaped Yes No 

I am aware that interviews may be audiotaped Yes No 
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I am aware that I may withdraw from the activities of the 
project at any point 

Yes No 

 
 
I have read and understood the information in this form.  My questions and concerns have been 
answered by the responsible people of the OSOS national coordinator, and I have a copy of this 
consent form. Therefore, I consent to take part in the activities of the OSOS project 
 
Participants Signature: ………………………………………………………. 
 
Name in Block Capitals: ………………………………………………………. 
 
Date: ………………………………………………………. 
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4 Conclusion 

 

The OSOS project will create a core network of 100 Open Schooling Hubs. Each one of these schools 

will develop a network of at least 9 additional schools to form a national network of schools where the 

Open School Culture is introduced. Overall more than 1,000 schools will be involved in the project in 

two implementation phases. 

Different implementation strategies will be adopted in every country taking into account the local 

circumstances, the educational policies and the reform efforts in place. 

 

The implementation of the project activities and the coordination of the national networks of schools 

will be supported by the National Coordinators, partner institutions that have direct access in school 

communities. The consortium partners are already working with these schools in the framework of 

current initiatives. With the support of the National Coordinators, the project team will set in place an 

effective support mechanism which will provide guidance, training, feedback and recommendations 

to the actors involved (teachers, museum educators, outreach groups, parents). 

 

For the purposes of the OSOS activities during the piloting, monitoring and evaluating phases of the 

projects, all national coordinators will take all necessary means to contact, inform and support the 

participating schools. 

To this end, the project partnership will prepare consent forms for schools and school heads that will 

be adapted to the needs and of each participating country by the national coordinator. 
 


