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1. ODS CONTEST 2014/15 

 
The ODS CONTEST will be organised in all 20 ODS countries by the National Coordinators (NC) 
plus additional countries (see later), starting October 15, application deadline December 31, 
2014, and finalisation on February 15, 2015. 
 
The ODS CONTEST consists of two stages: 
Stage 1: First, the ODS NATIONAL CONTEST: national winner(s) will be nationally determined. 
Stage2: Secondly, the ODS INTERNATIONAL CONTEST: The (English) scenario of the first 
winner of each country will be internationally evaluated and the winner determined. 
 
 

2. Objectives 
 
� To motivate European teachers to exchange their teaching scenarios with other colleagues 

in their own and in other countries 
� To motivate European teachers to use the ODS portal, also by using the authorisation tools 

to upload innovative scenarios 
� To motivate teachers to use more innovative educational ways 

 
 

3. ODS NATIONAL CONTEST 
 
The National Contest is targeted at teachers in European1 schools - and only regular teachers of 
primary and secondary level are eligible for participation.  
To participate, the teachers have to register first themselves and their school. 
Teachers can only submit one scenario. 
 
They are asked to submit an innovative, interesting and successful teaching scenario2 via the 
ODS community website/portal. 
 
The applicants have to submit/upload their applications/scenarios into the ODS community “ODS 
National Contest NN”, where NN is the country abbreviation3, at the same time informing the 
National Coordinator via email about the final upload of the applications.  
The NCs will set up their own community for the scenarios of the contest with this standardized 
name. 
 
The applications consist of usage of the ODS portal’s authorizing tool for educational scenarios 
and then uploading the following documents in PDF into the appropriate ODS community: 
 

 The completed “National Contest Form” – in English 
 A description of the teaching scenario in PDF by the teacher, containing not more than 

6.000 characters, with possible graphics and (compressed) pictures, not exceeding 2 MB 
and 3 A4 pages – in the official language of this country 

 Optional annex: A description of the implementation of the scenario in a school class by the 
teacher, containing not more than 4.000 characters; also in PDF format, one A4 page – in 
the official language of this country 

 
The NCs should assist their ODS teachers by translating the manual4 how to upload a scenario 
into the official language of their countries. 
  

                                                           
1 European in this sense means al countries, which have land within the geographical definition of Europe 
2 See Deliverable „4 3 ODS scenario Updated Year 2“ in Alfresco 
3 according to the ISO/EU standards (EU standards deviate: UK instead of GB, EL instead of GR) 
4 Manual can be downloaded from: 

http://portal.opendiscoveryspace.eu/sites/default/files/manual/en/ODS%20Portal_Share_Resources_in_Community_Tch.pdf  
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A jury, nominated by the NCs, will evaluate the applications according to the most innovative, 
interesting and successful scenario in all possible themes of ODS with the following criteria 
(measured on a national/regional scale for which the jury should have the expertise, not on a 
European scale): 
 

1. Quality: The scenario is well described, complete and well structured 
2. Innovation: The scenario uses innovative methods, or new connections, new approaches, 

new groups of persons involved etc. 
3. Enjoyment/Fun: The scenario provides a great portion of enjoyment and fun for the pupils 

and not just learning 
4. ODS: The scenario uses a lot of ODS functions, ideas, communities, connections 
5. Personality: The scenario develops the personalities of the participating pupils, and takes 

care on the possible diverse characters 
6. Team work: The scenario increases the ability of pupils to work in teams 
7. Ethics: The scenario does include issues like gender, discrimination, inclusion5, health, 

migration, social disadvantaged, something that the pupils are motivated to contribute to 
the advancement of our society and life on this earth 

8. Economy: The scenario alerts the pupils that there are also financing issues connected, 
e.g. the costs for the equipment, the working time, the issues concerned, the market 
values etc. 

9. Connectivity: The scenario includes connections with other groups, countries, persons, 
also those with special needs 

 
The jury awards for each of the 8 criteria a maximum of 5 points, criterion 7 Ethics with 10 points 
resulting in a maximum of 50 points.  
 
Each NC will inform the participants at least about their own scoring, which should be as 
transparent as possible, furthermore, if decided by the NC, if all applicants will be informed 
about the scores of all the others etc.  
The jury can also, if decided, issue statements explaining the scores. 
 
The National Contest will be organised by the National Coordinator (NC) in the whole country of 
the NC under guidance from the WP11 work package leaders (Birgit Mülleder and Peter 
Rebernik). WP11 will be informed about all participants and their scores in all criteria. 
 
The National Coordinators (NCs) will announce the National Contest as soon as possible and at 
least to all those teachers and schools, who have participated in ODS or are invited for the next 
ODS events, but also many other teachers and schools, reaching out to new users. 
 
A special organiser (Rosa Doran from Portugal) will announce the National Contest to countries, 
which do not have a National Coordinator. These teachers also have to register themselves and 
their schools and upload their scenarios into the community “ODS National Contest Other”.  
 
The announcement will contain a motivational document produced by each NC in their official 
language, then the “National Contest Form”, all requirements for the contest, also the prizes for 
the winner(s), and the deadline before January 1, 2015. 
The NC can decide, if the jury will select only one, two or three (but not more) winners. 
The decision of the jury will be announced at the latest on January 15, 2015. The NC can decide 
on an earlier date for this announcement.  
 
Note: The contest prizes cannot be exchanged in cash or any other equivalent. Teachers are 
responsible for the content of their Learning Scenario to the contest. If they disclose personal 
information in the entry they submit, they make the disclosures at their own risk. The organizers 
are not responsible for the content that is submitted by the teachers. 
 
All first winners of each country will receive at least the main prize from ODS, which is 
participation at the next summer school, July 12 – 18, 2015 in Attica, Greece – more details on 
the summer school will follow at the website ods.ea.gr.  

                                                           
5 See http://www.inclusion-europe.org/de/ or http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1059&langId=en  
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The NC will decide on the date, venue and method to hand over the prize(s) locally. 
 
Each NC will nominate a jury, which size depends on the number of applications. Every 
application should be evaluated at least by 3 jury members.  
The NC can decide on the jury members, which – of course – have to be independent without any 
connections to the applicants. 
 
 

4. National Contest Form 
 
The “National Contest Form” contains the data (name, title, address, email, and school’s data 
etc.) of each applying teacher, leaving space to nominate colleagues/pupils, who assisted in 
designing this scenario. 
Further data: the title of the scenario, the theme, the age group of the pupils 
Finally: an abstract about the scenario and further general data 
 
 

5. Actions of the NCs – Summary (ToDo) – Overview for NC disposal 
 
1. Produce a complete plan for your National Contest 
2. Decide on the number of winners (1, 2 or 3) 
3. Decide on the national prizes for the winner(s) in accordance with the regulations of ODS. 

Moderate costs for the prize are eligible costs according to the project coordinator and the 
PO of the Commission.  

4. Decide on the final deadline for the applicants (until, but before December 31, 2014) 
5. Decide on the deadline for informing the applicants (before January 15, 2015) 
6. Produce the appropriate ODS community “ODS National Contest NN” for uploading the 

applications by the applicants 
7. Translate the manual for uploading scenarios into the community. 
8. Produce motivational information (leaflet, website, video, email) about the National Contest 

in your language 
9. Translate the “National Contest Form” into your language 
10. Disseminate this information widely to teachers in the country 
11. Collect and check all applications, decide on the number of members in the jury (each 

application should be evaluated by 3 jurors) and nominate the jury members 
12. Organise the jury with prior approval (for the formally correct applications), inform the jury 

about their guidelines (9 subjects, each 5 or 10 points, national expertise), organise the 
meeting including writing the minutes; decision on what/how to disseminate to the 
applicants/public 

13. Disseminate the results accordingly 
14. Organise the hand-out of the prizes 
15. Report about the applicants (generally), about the winner/s (in detail), about the jury 

(generally) to WP11-leader before January 31, 2015. 
 
 

6. ODS INTERNATIONAL CONTEST 
 
The (first) winner has to translate her/his application into the English language and upload it into 
the special website www.ods-contest.eu for the second stage jury until January 31, 2015 at the 
latest. 
 
An international jury will select the (first) winner of all winners of the ODS National Contest with 
the same criteria. 
 
The winner of the ODS International Contest will be announced at the latest until March 31, 2015. 
 
The prize of the ODS International Contest will be announced. 
 


